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                             Camp 1st Me Cavalry
                                      near Warrenton Va 
                                                    Jan 19th 1864

            Dear Father and Mother
                                Your long looked for
letter reached me last night and
you may feel assured that it was
indeed most.[?] I had been looking for
a letter from you for 2 0r 3 days
for I did not think it would
take you so long to get home
after this I will write you real
often for I know you must miss
William’s letters very much, before
I came out here he used to
tell me about the places out
here I never see them now but I
feel deep sorrow in my heart. I
have to Warrenton several times since
in this Camp it was here I saw



him last full of life and health
altho I saw him many times while
he was alive I never left him but
what I fancied I saw a tear in his eyes
sorry I am that he is now dead but
how proud that he died as he did
a most brave and gallant soldier.
I would not put a grave stone
at his head for when I come home
I think we can get something better
in fact I know I will.
         The Camp that we are now
in is far better than the one at
Bealton not so muddy and a
much better chance for wood
and water which are three great
things for the soldiers comfort
I have commenced to study the
infantry tactics  they, come real
easy, to me. I will be fit in
three weeks to stand an examination
I want you to buy me a Colton
and fitches large Geography tear off
the cover roll it up in a stout
wrapper and send it to me as soon
as you get this dont fail to do this
for it will take me some time 
to study it so I can be fit and when
[?] comes back send me my



Algebra and Geometry; don’t fail to
tear off the cover of the Geography and
roll it up in as small a roll as
possible and do it as soon as
you get this. I would have [?]
bring it  but I need it before. Seal it
up so that it cannot get open
and direct in a good course plain
hand

                 Your Son 
                                John


