
For Educational Use Only     www.MaineMemory.net   Copyright 2012

Contributed to Maine Memory Network by Maine Historical Society
(Coll. S-1950, Misc. Box 93/11)
MMN #62408

Date: May 28, 1862
Description: Sgt. Horace White on Battle of Winchester

                      Williamsport Md
                                 May 28./62
Dear Mother:
                    I embrace the earliest
opportunity to inform you of my
safety as you have probably heard
of the disaster to the Maine caval-
ry by way of the papers. The circum-
-stances are as follows.
  Friday night last Gen Banks
got information that Jackson
was outflanking him and we
we were turned out between 12
and 1 oclock at night to be
ready to march in half an
hour – stuck our tents, packed
up and got breakfast and
started by 4 o’clock. At Middle-
town we with 2 other companies
7 in all left the Winchester
pike down a road to the left
our advance guard met the

[Sideways on left]
Direct your letters to Washington – it will be the safest as we
                                                                            will not be here
                                                                            long probably



enemies picketts and exchanged
shots: we learned the enemy
had af strong force –14 or 15000
and were in such a place that
it ws useless to attack them
there and we fell back, the
enemy threw some shells after
us but without doing any dam
-age. We halted at Middletown
and some of the companies were
feeding their horses when our 
rear guard and the enemies rear
advance were heard firing again
I don’t know whither the officer
knew that the enemy were follow-
ing us or not: we stood in
the streets 15 or 20 minutes the
enemy throwing shot and shell
in among us all the while with
very little damage to us however
Capt Cilly (Co B) had an arm
shot off by a shell – the only
person I know of being injured



during all the firing. I saw
Gen. Hatch sitting on his in the
street while the enemy were shell
-ing us as calm as if we were
only on dress parade –– I thought
he was a little too cool about it
while the men were exposed to
the fire of the enemy without
any chance to return it: The men
and horses too stood like veterans
without flinching or breaking
the ranks till we were marched
round onto the Winchester pike
–– we stood here again 10 or 15
minutes the enemy throwing
stot and shell at us all the
while but without doing us 
any damage but the crashing
of balls in the buildings and
bursting of shells was we not
very interesting music to us
who had never heard the like before
The next order was “draw sabre ––



forward.”  We started down the 
pike towad Winchester at a galop
the dust so thick that we could
hardly se our hand before us.
During our last halt the enemy
planted their batteries on a hill
and drew up several companies
of infantry and cavalry so as to
sweep the pike and we marched
right past them. They poured 
a murderous fire upon us of
shot, shell and musketry. We
were in column of fours whole
setts of fours were cut down at
a discharge but they fired low
and killed the horses more than 
the men. The road was narrow
and between two stone walls
so that there was no chance
to get out of it and it was son
soon blocked up with dead horses
My horse was shot under me and
before I could get up two or three
other horses fell over me but I
got up without being much
hurt and jumped over the fence



and started for the woods
with others who made thier
escape in the same manner.
TN The musket balls fell in a
shower around us with now
and then a shell as we run
through the field. I stopped to
rest when I for into the woods
out of range of the guns and 
fell in with another of our compa-
-ny. We laid in a field till 4 
o’clock (it was about 1 when we
were routed) to avoid the enemies
pickitts and to pick up such strag-
-lers –– as soon as we thought it
safe we started again into the
woods toward the mountains.
We soon fell in with 5 men
of our boys and kept together
for a while but got separated from
them Vose (my companion) and
I going across a small field and
the rest went round in the woods



–– we had been separated but a
few moments when we met a
woman coming toward us who
told us to run, our men were 
taken – it was a narrow escape
for we were but a few rods apart
We soon fell in with 7 more
of our men. Two or three shells
went whistling over our heads
after we had got two miles from
the road and we heard several
muskets which satisfied us that 
we were followed but we kept our
course for the mountains. We trav-
eled all night only stoping to rest
three times –– it was so cold and
damp that we could not sleep
or keep still long. We stopped at
a house in a secluded place and
got some breakfast in the morn-
ing (we had nothing to eat with us
lost everything) and got some
information about the direction



best for us to take. We had intended 
to join our troops at Winchester
but from the firing which we
could hear distinctly we thought
it would not be safe so we kept
back in the hills. We traveled sunday
till 8 o’clock in the evening and 
stopped at the house of a good union
man whom we were directed to ––
staid till 3 o’clock in the morning
and started again for the potomac
river –– we got a boy to guide us to
the top of a mountain V which led
direct to the river – we traveled near-
-ly 25 miles over the mountain –
got to the river about 10 o’clock and 
crossed in safety. We were all pretty well
worn out when we got here – we had
been 2 days and 2 nights on the march 
over rocks and mountains but we
were safe and could rest. We had de-
-termined not to be taken if possible
and by a deal of ecextion and cautien



we are safe again with our companies
–– Banks retreated with his division
to this side of the river. I do not know
the particulars as I have not seen any
account of the affair. Banks lost some
of his baggage wagons and baggage – he
saved his whole train from being taken
I lost all my clothes and other little
things except what I had on my person
– every think being in my saddle bags and 
fastened on my saddle.
Our company was badly scattered but
they are coming in quite fast – the loss
will not be near as great as was at first
supposed – most of the horses are missing
Capt P. has not got in yet but he is in
the mountains and will no doubt get
in safe – both Lieuts. are here. I do not
know the names of all the missing – don’t
know of any of the Houlton boys. –– alist of
the missing will be sent to some of the
Aroostook papers for publication soon.
   I don’t think we will be called into
action again for some time as most of
our horses saddles and arms are lost
  I will send an account of the whole
affair as soon as we get the papers.
It was a complete rout of our troops 
but I think the loss of men was not
great.  You need feel no concern for
me as I am all right.
                                Yours Aft
                                              Horace


