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                              Turner Jan 25. 1841.
   To the Hon Legislature of the State of Maine, the undersigners
respectfully request this honourable body to enact a law for the
encouragement of the cultivation and manufacturing of Silk.
We therefore, not only for our particular benefit, but for the
permanent interest of our common country, most respectfully pray
your honourable body to adopt such measures as may be deemed expedient
to excite a general attention to this subject, and to directly encourage and
protect this very important branch of domestic industry.
  We find from experience and observation, that mankind are more
easily induced to engage in those branches of business which afford 
an immediate profit, and want something to stimulate them to engage
in a business which must be matured by the revolutions of seasons.
It is this stimulant, which is the peculiar duty of this Legislature
to afford. A proper application of which will, in a few years,
make us entirely independent of foreign nations for this necessary,
useful, and sumptuous article.
  And for the more immediate encouragement of the new beginner, the
underwriters would recommend that the Legislature fix a bounty,
on mulberry trees. And to prevent any fraud, or imposition, make
it the duty of the Treasurer, of each Town in the month of Sept

annually, upon application to inspect, count, and proportion the
bounty according to the size and flourishing condition in which he
may find them, not to exceed one Cent to the tree.
  And also that there be an encouragement offerd to enable the citizens
to complete the manufacturing Silk within this State, by placing a
bounty, on each and every skeen of sewing silk, or twist, of such a 
sum as the Legislature may think proper to give it such a direction
as will best promote the interest of the State.-

                                                          Names

                                                   Luther Cary
                                                   Francis Cary
                                                   John Dillingham
                                                Timothy Sudden
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                                           Explanatory Remarks
In behalf of the above petition the author of those remarks would
inform the Legislature of Maine, that he has examined the subject
attentively, and find it to be of much greater importance than was
at first supposed. He is surprised to find how great a field is here open,
and how long it has been neglected; he is satisfied beyond a doubt, that
we have the power to produce and manufacture Silk in this State to an
immense extent, and that no difficulty is to be encountered either
from soil or climate.
  We have heard the surmises of the Mulberry not being hardy enough
for our climate reiterated until they had almost become proverbs,
as we appreciated the tree highly, and were anxious to see its merits
fuly tested – in the spring of 1836. we planted some hundred trees on
land inclining to the north, with a western exposure. These we permitted
to remain in the ground ever since, without covering, and it will be
recollected that we have had peculiarly sever and trying winters, the most
intense cold, and then intervales of thawing – alternations of weather
above all others the most destructive to vegetable life – and yet these trees
remain in a flourishing condition.–– And some produce their seeds annually,
I have several thousand of the different species of the mulberry all
promising a fair prospect of success, and I see no more difficulty in
cultivating the mulberry than other fruit trees.
  The several years of experience, justify us in asserting, that, whenever its
location is an elevated one, with a light, dry soil, it will withstand
the severest winters to which our climate is subjected, provided the
the plant has five growing months to mature its wood in the first
season; for we contend, and do so without the fear of contradiction,
that where its wood is well ripened, if enjoying the location and
soil discribed by us, it is indestructible by frost, cold or snow.
Give it but a chance to ripen its wood, and it will withstand the
rigors of the eastern and northern States, and the wind, frost and
snow, may do their worst, and still it will live through all.
  In wet spongy ground, where its vegitation will be pushed onward,
until arrested by frost, there will always be a quantity of unripened
wood in trees and shrubs the first year, and common sense will teach all,
that such wood contains the elements of its own destruction; but
give the mulberry a fair chance and a high dry light field, and
it has no occasion to ask favors of the elements.––
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[page torn] only appropriate food for the silk worm is the leaf of the mulberry
tree. It should be the first business of the silk grower to
provide himself with a supply of mulberry leaves. The greater his
supply of this article, the greater will be his crop of silk,–––
After these considerations and for the more immediate encouragement
of the new beginner, the underwriter would recommend that the
Legislature fix a bounty on mulberry trees. And to prevent any fraud
or imposition, make it the duty of the Treasurer of each Town in
the month of Sept. annually upon application, to inspect, count, and
proportion the bounty according to the size and flourishing condition
in which he may find them, not to exceed one cent to the tree.
  As the state already pays a bounty to the producers and reeling into raw
silk, prehaps it might be as well not to disturb that law, although
it is but half of what Massachusetts and some other states pay.
As the silk in its raw state is not suitable for domestic use, and as
there is not an established Manufactory in the state of Maine, and to
prevent the article from goin out of the state, or out of the nation,
we would recommend that there be an encouragement offerd to enable
us to compleate the manufacturing of silk within the state,
To each and every skeen of sewing silk or twist let there be a bounty
of a part of one cent. –––
Since the spring of 1836 the authour of these remarks has been in
almost one continued scene of experiments, in cultivating the mulberry
tree, producing and manufacturing silk. And the result of his
experiments is a fair prospect of success. And in support of his
experements I here attach a specimen of our production
                                [specimen of silk attached]

And here is the proof, or in other words the die is cast, the State of
Maine is destined to become a silk growing distreck, and may be one 
of the richest and happiest state in the union. What is to prevent us
from becoming so? Apathy on the part of ourselves, and neglect on
the part of those whose province it is to nurture and protect the public interest. 
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The above specimen was taken from a bundle of our production,
and we have produced and manufactured more than two thousand
skeens the most of them have gone into the market, and many
a garment has been put together with them independent of
foreign nations.
  We also offer encouragement to our fellow citizens to embark in the
new business by offering them the benefit of all our experiments,
although they have cost us so dearly, we also request the cooperation
of the Legislature, to assist us with the means in their power, hooping
that we might be the instrument commending the silk culture to the
notice of that class of the community with whom our present and future
interest and feelings are identified.
  That for years it has been manifest to us that our country was in want
of some other branch of agricultural industry, it appears to me peculiarly
proper that some other new branch of industry should be added to
American husbandry, in order that profitable employment might 
be given to the females, the younger members, and the aged  and 
infirm. And in casting our eyes in quest of it, we were very forcibly
struck with the countless advantages – the happy adaptation of the silk
culture to the objects we had in view. In the present state of the 
agriculture of our state, we are aware that, in numerous instances,
virtuous females, the wives and daughters of families in humble life,
are compeled by necessity to labor in the field, and participate with
their husbands, fathers and brothers, in their more laborious toils,
This, if possible, should be avoided; and we look forward to the day, 
and we hope not a distant one, when every farmer,s wife and daughter
may, through the instrumentality of the silk culture, be relieved from
those menil offices. The occupation of females in such unbecoming
employment, is not confined to any peculiar section of our State;
but is more or less peculiar to all.––
  In this condition of things, a remedy is absolutely and imperiously
called for, and it becomes the business of the statesman, the political
economical, and the philanthropist, each and all, to endeavor to
discover one, and when discovered, to give it the proper direction – to lend
to it all her energies – to support it with all his talents and zeal.
To my mind, the silk culture offers a sure and certain remedy:
it unfolds the means of employment best calculated to do the
greatest good–– to save our countrywomen from those labors to which
they are now subjected, which are so ill suited to their sex, and so
revolting to the eye of philanthropy. ––
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it is, above all others, that business best adapted to the wants of the state,
It is as replete with interest to the intelligent and refined rich, as it is
full of promise and hope to those in the humble walks of life. To all
it comes with healing on its wings. –
  And in closing our labors, we must be indulged a few remarks expressive
of our hopes, that a feeling and an interist have been aroused, which
will not slumber until the triumph be complete. We are doubly
solicitous on this head, because we see in the success of the silk culture,
the surest means that philanthropy could desire, for sustaining the
thousands and ten of thousands of poor women and children, whose
support is now sinted and precarious; because we see in it too,
a radical cure for an evil which is sweeping the inhabitants 
from the state, with a force which threatens depopulation to 
many neighborhoods; and lastly, because it will afford the
pecuniary ability of improving the other portions of the state
on which its culture may be introduced. –
                                                            John Dillingham  
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