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                                                      Friday Sept.1 1843
My Dear Father,
                          As John is going to-day, & offers to
carry a letter, I thought it was too good an opportunity
to be lost. I have been very busy here for 2 or 3 days-
Day before yesterday I was matriculated & got my
"admittitus" to Bowdoin College. Yesterday I was exam-
ined in all the studies of the past year except, "Logic"
"The Manual," & Lacroix' Arithmetic. I think I can say
that our class "passed" very well. I got my ticket
of admission to the Sophomore Class without having
been turned by, or having to make up any thing –
They gave me my term-bill at the same time.
It amounts only to $15.72. I have tried to have no
more expenses than were necessary this term: and
now they have got on .13 cents too much – I have
                                                               it
bought a washstand, 2 bowls went with ^, together
with a pail not very good, for $1.00. Is it dear?
My Puecinian Medal has come. It is a very
pretty one. My pin will be here next Monday
night – The books which our class bought for the
Puecinian Library have come. They are considered a
very good selection. We have now so many that
2 or 300 have to be stowed away in the drawers.
Tuesday evening the Juniors had a prize dec-
lamation in the meeting-house & Wednesday the
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Sophomores. I send you an order of exercises of both-
Last night, we, the Sophomore class of '43-'44, had
and address & a poem &c. Rice delivered the oration. &
Nolt the poem. The order of exercises was thus –
First we sung an ode, then Rice delivered his oration,
Then we sung another ode, then we had the poem,
and then sung the last ode. We had this part of the
celebration in the Tontine Hall. From this place, we ad-
journed to the dining room, where we had a first-
rate supper consisting of Turkey, ducks, Chickens. pork,
pigeons & all the necessary accompaniments – then pies
puddings, cake &c. and for the dessert – pears, apples.
oranges, Raisins & Nuts. We had lemonade to drink
                           were
and coffee – There ^ a good many toasts given, songs sung,
&c. &c. After the supper we went and built a bonfire,
which "astonished the natives" a few "I reckon"- It is burning
now= 8 o'clock the next day. We had a most glorious
time- [crossed out] This is the winding up of our Freshman year
It hardly seems possible that ¼ of my College course
has passed, and yet it is so. I did not go to bed
last night till half past 3, and got up at 6 this
morning, but feel as well as ever. I shall expect
you here at Commencement. What day will you come?
I should like to have you write if you can.
Please to excuse all mistakes, and bad spelling, &c
for I am writing in a terrible hurry as John goes
at 9. I do not think I had better get a chum next
term. I do not want to at present, as I like to
room alone, and John may come back. His fur-
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niture will be in the room, as he will chum
with me when he comes back. I suppose I have
not told you half I want to, but I am in such
a hurry I cannot stop to think as I must go down
town before John goes. Good-bye- Give my love to all
                           Believe me
                                       your very aff. son
                                                     Josiah-
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