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               Portland. Jan. 22d.                               
                                 1873.
My Dear Elizabeth
       Yr. generous and accepta-
ble gift of the barrell of ap-
ples came by to days train,
and was promptly delivered
by the Express – I send you 
many thanks. They have
not yet been opened but
I know they will have the
true old taste to my palate.
You should have left the Ex.
for me to pay – in this case.
There was no lack of prompt-
ness, but usually in think
things rather more sure if
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paid on delivery –
      We rejoice on every milder
day for you in yr. exposed
house – Poor Aunt Hannah,
it is hard that I can do
nothing for her comfort.
Am glad for you and Nan
for the arrangement with 
Mrs. Larrabee, and hope she
is not to be broken up by
illness –
               Ella has left me 
to be with Lewis while Mrs.
Willis and Char are in
Washington – I miss her very
much  but Mamie of High-
field has come for a month,
and the young people are always
bright and acceptable – Since
tea we have had a busy time
dressing M. and Hattie Bradbury
for the Assembly at the Fal-
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mouth House – it is now just
12, and I suppose I must wait
at least an hour before 
I see them home.
            It is more than a week
since I saw Aunt Ruth
she was well then, and very
comfortable – by the way
I saw on the Express man's
book her name to day, so
I shall tell her that I will
acknowledged her apples with
mine in this letter to you –
I recd. yr. letter of Jan. 7th

last Monday I think.  –
    I often think of you and
yr. sad mission, dear E. when
I can do anything for you let
me know .  My warm sympa-
thy you know you have always.
With love to Nan and Chr.
and a larger share for yourself
       Ever affeclty.  Yr. Aunt Anne. 
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