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 Kennebec River Pulp & Paper Co., Inc.
                             Madison, Maine 04950 
                                                                  Sole Sales Agents
                          December 8, 1971           Perkins-Goodwin Co., Inc.
                                                                  1 Rockefeller Plaza
                                                                     New York, N. Y. 10020
The Honorable Edmund S. Muskie
The United States Senate
Washington, D.C.   20000

Dear Ed,

I have just returned from an extended trip to the Far East.
Before leaving I was under the impression that the so-called
Muskie Bill was in reasonable shape, having testified before
your Committee. I came back to find the Senate had unanimously
passed a version of the bill that to me is frightening.

You and I have been over this track many times, and I am sure
that you must be aware that the "no pollutant discharge" provision
would be an economic disaster for the country, and in particular
the Paper Industry which in turn would be economic suicide for
the State of Maine. It is estimated that such a provision would 
cost the paper industry, after it had already installed primary
and secondary treatment, an additional eight billion dollars.
Obviously, this would not hit all mills equally, and the older
mills would suffer a higher proportion of the expense. I do
not have to tell you what this would mean to your home State.

I certainly hope that this issue will go to conference and that
the conferees will take a more realistic view. It is my own 
belief, if such a provision had to be adhered to, it would mean
the slow death of the paper Industry as it would be unable to
compete with its foreign competition. This would mean the loss
of well over one billion dollars worth of exports and increasing
dependency on imports -- a most undesirable side effect.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter that Karl Bendetsen of U. S.
Plywood-Champion Papers has just written to Congressman Harsha
which sums up the situation better than I can. I. find it
difficult, Ed, to understand how you, with your indepth knowledge
of the situation, could sponsor such an unreasonable goal.

                                                  Sincerely,
                                                     Bill
                                                  Wm. H. Chisholm
                                       Vice Chairman of the Board 
WHC:pg

http://www.MaineMemory.net
http://www.MaineMemory.net

