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Description: Letter to  Horatio Jose from George Shepley

                 New Orleans
                                Nov 25. 1862

My Dear Jose
                      I have just received
at same time your letters of the 5th

& 14th instant – and am much obliged
for your kind attention.  I think I
should prefer City of Portland at 5per cent
to Government Certificates at six per cent –
However if you think best to invest a
portion in the Government certificates
do so –  I am rejoiced to hear that
you are likely to make a good thing
out of the Kerosene oil works
As I do not know how long it may be
before I return home and I do not
wish to add to the exaggerated
and ridiculous rumors in circu
lation respecting speculations in
this Department I wish you would



consider this matter as confidential
between yourself and me only
until I return or the operation
is closed up when I shall write
the Judge about it
  I hear that Cyrus T  Clark has
promised to pay $300.000.00 for the
Little House & lot and paid $5000
down –– Real estate must be pretty
well up in Portland,  I should like
to sell some Richardson Wharf Stock
if it would sell at corresponding
rates.  I think the Ken & Port
R. Road operation will turn out
well if the new cooporation is
well managed –  I don’t see why
the 2d mortgage bonds should
not be worth par in a year
from this time–  Even in these
times the road ought to pay 
the interest on the City & town



loan and the first & second mortgage
bonds –
I see that there has been a report
in the North of the taking of
Mobile.  There are no troops here
to go to Mobile.  If Mobile were 
worth the lives and treasure it
would cost it could be taken if
we had the troops.  But if we
had the promised reinforcements
we could put them to a much
better use than to send them
to Mobile at present – If we had
fifteen or twenty thousand more
troops we could open the Mississippi
lake Port Hudson to Vicksburg, subdue
Texas and cut off the supplies
and starve out the Confederacy —
Why don’t they send them?
        With one tenth of the Army
of the Potomac I honestly believe



we could go from here to
Richmond but it would be
by rolling up a big black ball
as we went along —
Remember me to Mrs Jose
and all my friends –
            Ever
                  Your friend
                           G.F. Shepley

H. N. Jose Esq ––


