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   Alfred, April 2, 1839.

Dear Sir,
 Your letter of the 27th ult. was
duly received, and in answer I would
respectfully state, that I appeared before the
committee to whom was referred the order for
the purchase of Cobb’s Manual, and exhibited
to them a copy of the new edition, presented
my views upon the subject at length, and in
aid of them introduced your letter to gen.
Humphreys; the committee appeared to be highly
interested in the subject and deeply in-
pressed with the importance of doing some-
thing to promote the culture of silk in this
state; thought favourably of the distribution of
the Manual as a means of exciting interest
upon the subject, but doubted whether it
would be possible to carry through the House
an appropriation for any object not imme-
diately connected with the expenditures for the
state government; at a subsequent meeting the
committee concluded that it would be better,



at this session, to report legislation, upon the
       inexpedient
subject ^ than to report a resolve and have it
defeated; as a reference to the next Legislature
is, in most instances, considered tantamount to
a rejection, it was concluded that the subject
would be more favourably entertained if pre-
sented de novo to a future Legislature than 
it would if referred by the present Legislature,
and the committee reported accordingly that Legis-
lation, at this time, upon the subject, inexpedient.
 The Border difficulties absorbed so much
attention that many things of interest and im-
portance did not secure that consideration
which they deserved; besides, many members
supposed they were doing “the state some service”
by opposing every project which required an
appropriation, without regard to its advantag-
ges and usefulness to the citizens of the state.
The only appropriation which was made this
winter, in aid of any enterprise, was one which
I had the honor to assist in getting through at
the early part of the session, for a suvey from
Portland to Lake Champlain, and this was a 
matter of so much affliction to those who “aid in
the prevention of good,” that before the close of the
session, an attempt, unsuccessful, was made
to repeal the Resolve making the appropriation.
            I intend purchasing a few copies of the
new edition of Cobb’s Manual, for distribution



in this vicinity and shall endeavor to excite
as much interest upon the subject of the culture
of silk, as circumstance will admit of; our soil is
well calculated for the growth of the Mulberry and 
many trees have been reared in this neighbourhood,
but have been useless for the want of a Book of In-
struction.
        I feel under obligations to yourself for
renewed interest in a subject of high importance.
  With Sentiments of respect
   and esteem,
    Yr. Obdt. Servt.
     Wm. C. Allen
                                                                          Hon.
             P. Cleaveland,  }                                    
 Brunswick College }
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