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                           Bowdoin College,  Nov. 14, 1823.
  Dear Sir,
                    I have received Mr. Hilliardʼs letter,
 explaining the legal views, which he had taken of the 
 situation of certain parts of the land, generously proposed
 by yourself to be given to this college, and stating also
 your readiness to give a deed immediately to the college,
 provided it be the wish of the Trustees to take the 
 conveyance under the existing circumstances.
             Permit me then, Dear Sir, in behalf of the 
 college  respectfully to request you to make the conveyance as
 soon as may suit your convenience, and to furnish such
 papers in regard to the land, as you shall judge will
 be likely to be useful. In requesting the completion 
 of the proposed donation I follow the instructions 
 of the Trustees, whom I cannot again consult 
 until their next meeting at commencement. As
 soon as your deed is received a suit will be
 commenced , if found necessary, against the persons,
 who have settled down upon two or three
 of the lots. It is possible, that the suit, like
 other suits for land similarly circumstanced
 may be protracted for a considerable period;
 yet it may be terminated by a compromise,
 as in other cases of controversy, in which 
 the college has been engaged.  The papers,
 which you may propose to send, I
 shall be happy to receive by mail.



I am happy to be honored with the answer, which
 you have given to my communication on a subject,
 interesting to science and I hope to yourself,
 and am grateful for your expressions of respect to
 myself and of regard to the welfare of the Literary 
 Institution in this place. I do not know, that I 
 ought to add any thing to what I have written 
 on that subject. It is sufficient to know, that you
 are willing to take the affair into consideration.
 I will merely say, that although this College, if 
 deprived of an annual grant from the State, as it
 may be in a few years, would be unable to support
 its present member of officers; yet the Trustees
 have voted to appoint at their next meeting a 
 professor of Logic, Metaphysics, & Ethics. This
 professorship then needs the liberality of a founder,
 and such a benefactor would of course have 
 the right of nominating the professor. Perhaps 
 a better man cannot be found, than Rev. Asa 
 Cummings of North Yarmouth, whom you 
 may recollect as a  Republican & man 
 of Independence though poor, & fine 
 scholar at Cambridge a few years ago.
      Our existing professorships, like the proposed 
 new one, do not bear the name of any
 founder, for no generous man has yet
 has yet founded a professorship in this college.
                 Sincerely praying, that your remaining days
 here may be days of peace and your immortal 
 existence happy and glorious,        I am
                                    Dear Sir, Very Respectfully
                             Your Friend & obed & Humble Servt.
 Hon. Wm Winthrop.                                  Wm. Allen
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                               The Hon. Wm. Winthrop
                                              Cambridge,
                                         Massachussetts.
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