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Date July 26, 1843
Description:  Lydia Patterson wrote to her mother in Kennebunkport after returning to 
school in Portland from a brief vacation. She discusses being homesick and some of 
the rules and people in her boarding home.

    Portland July 26 – 1843

Dear Mother
I had concluded not to write this week, as I had 

nothing especial to communicate, until this morning Mrs W 
seemed desirous that I should, and I found thinking of it
relieved the homsickness which I have been very much troubled 
with at times since I returned.  I had no trouble getting here 
with my baggage, only it was about the last out of the cars,
and I began to be afraid it was lost.  The same hackman took me 
to Mrs W,s that I employed the fi rst time for ninepence.  I am very 
well, I think my coughf is better, than when I left home  I take my 
medicine very regularly.  Mrs W wished me to write you, she thought I 
looked very bright, and cheerful.  I told her she did not see me the 
hour before when I was so homesick.  Mr Farrington brought the 15 dollars
to her she thinks the next day after I went home.  She paid me the 
    I her
$39 cts and and ^ gave ^ the $15 in advance.  Miss Harriet Kellog made some in-
quries last evening about Oliver White and this morning Mrs W 
        I
called me to her room, and wished to know if ^ wrote this afternoon 
how soon I should receive an answer from home.  She wished me 
to ask you if you would make inquiries about Oliver White,s
health prospects both more especially whether his friends have heard 
from him lately, and his health.  She said she heard by the paper 
that the boat, he was engaged in, was burnt and himself in-
jured.  She said she was not as liberty as present to tell her 
reasons for enquiring, but might explain some future time.
She thought you might call on Mrs White and make some en-



quires I suppose in an indifferent manner, though she did
not exactly say so.  I told her you did not visit Mrs White, 
but Father would enquire which would be as well.  It is a 
  think
mystery to me I ^ Miss Harriet must be interested or some of 
Mrs W,s friends in the city.  For the sake of recieving an answer 
soon, Gardiner takes this to the offi ce to night, and I am wri-
ting with a bad pen and in haste, for he is waiting.  I have
not seen Miss Caroline since I returned. She was taken sick with 
a cold and fever, but is now recovering.  Told Mary Lousia came 
from Gorham to-day, and was much pleased with the rabbits.  
I have had an invitation from Carroline Adams, with the other
  tomorrow
boarders to pass ^ the the evening at their house, but as it is an evening
party, Mrs W objects to our going, and I am not sorry, as that 
will be a good excuse, and tell her that we had blue-berries for 
dinner and Miss Whittier has just brought me a nice hand-ful 
of current.  We get along very pleasantly now she is homesick 
and we can sympathize together.  Miss Cushman will not return
until next Monday on accounts of some rude behaviour.  I hope 
you are all better than when I left home.  I think I shall 
be better contented when I receive a letter from home.  I shall 
expect one on Saturday.  I think of no more at present.  
From your affectionate daudhter
   Lydia Patterson


