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                          Choctaw Cy. Feb 23d 1864
Dear Father,
      The mails to and from this place
have been discontinued and I now write
that this letter may be ready to go to the
river when an opportunity offers to send
it. If the boats are still running it
may reach you in that way. I wrote
last week but presume my letter did
not go. I have received the beautiful
calico dress, the box of books and the
letter that came with them, the one you
sent by mail did not reach me.
     I fear the price of provisions is frightful
in Mobile now that the avenues of supply
are closed. Mr. Christopher says he could
let you have the bacon but the Gov’t
would be sure to seize it on it the way.
The whole country is so torn up here that it
is a bad time to send anything. A ras-
cally gang of fellows are through the coun-
ty pressing horses and mules and peo-
ple do not dare to go about with them.
They even strip ladies on horseback. Some
think they have no authority but keep
them for their own use or sell them to
the Yankees at Meridian. Mr. C. has
lost a fine young mare and a valua-
ble mule. The little patience that the
people had left is well-nigh exhausted.
The panic caused by the enemy’s vicinity
is subsiding somewhat. I should like
to know what they intend to do. It is



difficult to get news and when I do
hear any, I never know whether to be-
lieve it or not. I heard last night
for a fact, that the enemy were at Me-
ridian and in the vicinity, and that
they had burnt Enterprise and Quitman.
I think they must intend to reduce
Mobile by starvation. I dread to think of
it. In such anticipation of such an event
the place may be evacuated. Private ac-
counts from our army at Demopolis
represent it as frightfully demoralized
large numbers of the men have gone
to their homes.
    I am well and getting on pleasantly.
The pupil whom I spoke of as being so
ill is well and at school. I shall
make myself contented if I can feel
that you are not enduring privations
at home. Mrs. D. has been absent
from home for 10 or 12 days nursing
her sick sister, but as Mrs. Thomson
is improving we hope she will be at
home the last of this week. I miss
her very much. I am studying
French in good earnest and am 
knitting a pair of gloves for you, have
already knit a pair of socks. I hope
you received the letters mailed here
on the 11th (I believe) containing $120.
though but little, it would have been



of some use to you. We are having delight-
ful weather now, last week it was very
cold. It is now school-time, I will add
something at noon if the letter is here
when I come back.
  I am going to order a pair of shoes made
tomorrow in Pushmataha, Mrs. D has
had some very good ones made there
for $20. I doubt if you will have an
opportunity to send me those you have
made. I heard today that the enemy
had gone up the railroad, and two gen-
tlemen in this neighborhood just from
Demopolis, report our army as largely
reinforced and in fine spirits, and
preparing under the command of Gen
Hardee to recross the river and advance
on the enemy. I hope the mails 
will begin to run again soon. I 
stay very quietly at home but am never
at a loss for employment and rare-
ly lonesome, though I often long for 
a sight of home faces. Kiss dear
little Arthur for me, and remember
me kindly to our friends. I will write
more fully as soon as I have a more
certain prospect that the letter will
reach home. I am hungry for relia-
ble information. With fondest
love to all the dear ones at home,
    Ever your affectionate daughter
                                   E.


